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Following the Duke down the gallery to his closet in Whitehall, I went up to him to thank his highness for the favour he had granted me.' He said that he was lately informed that I had said in company that as for my Lord Treasurer I knew that he was for making alliances with Holland and the Netherlands for the war against France, but the Duke did much oppose it. I replied whoever informed his highness so had not spoken the truth ; that I might possibly say in discourse upon that subject thai my Lord Treasurer was for a war with France, but that I should undertake to say" that his highness was either for it or against it was a presumption I could never be guilty of. If I knew not my duty, good manners would make me careful of naming him in any concern of BO high a nature, and humbly desired that he would please to tell me who was his informer. By this time his highness wan arrived to his closet door, where he stopped: * Do not trouble yourself, for I never believed it; but must nol. tell you my author. However, it is sometimes fitting to tell men what we hear, that the truth may the better bo discovered.5
June 2. Being with my Lord Treasurer, he told mo the excise would be let to farm, and if I though!, it would be any advantage to me I might be concerned hi it. I thanked his lordship, and said I would consider of it; but the truth was, though great estates had been got tun by farming that and other branches of the King's revenue, yet I never intended to interest myself in it, for no man was beloved in his country that did ; and being a justice; of the peace, and having often punished those concerned in the collecting of that duty for transgressing tho law in the method of it, I thought I should be censured if I should then make myself of that number.
_ About this time I had fresh complaints from the smiths of Hallamshire of new demands of heai-th-moncy for their forges. Upon my representing it again to my